	AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL PROPLE & ORGANIZATIONS OF AFRICAN DESCENT

July 6, 2019

African Holocaust Remembrance Day falls on August 17 this year, which is also the 132nd birthday of the great Marcus Garvey. We are aware of a major event in London called Sankofa Day by Slavery Remembrance.

https://slaveryremembrance.org Hopefully, additional observances are being planned elsewhere, although it appears that these are likely to be few in number. There are a scattering of related celebrations in various places and at different times of the year. These include Juneteenth, USA, June 19; Abolition Day, Mauritius, Dec. 2; Maafa, USA, July 19; Emancipation Day, Caribbean, usually, but not exclusively, August 1. A number of US states also celebrate Emancipation day: Florida, July 20; Texas, June 19; Puerto Rico, March 22; District of Columbia, June 4; Emancipation Day Reparations March, London, August 1; South America also holds various events: Brazil, May 13; Venezuela, March 24; Colombia, May 21; etc. etc. Obviously, there are good reasons for each of these celebrations. They each have their place, which bears understanding, appreciation and respect. However, in light of various slavery-related challenges that persist globally to this very day, we need a united front on the key issue of the Mother of all Holocausts: the trans-Atlantic & trans-Saharan enslavement of our Ancestors. This is why we observe African Holocaust Remembrance Day, and call on all organizations and people of African descent all over the world to do so. This includes Africa: it must!
From 2015 onwards, AFRICAN HERITAGE UNIVERSE has co-sponsored an observance in Halifax, Canada, with Kwacha House Café and the Birchmount-based Black Loyalist Heritage Society. These events have included drumming, pouring of libation, discussions, entertainment and refreshments. A central piece of this observance had, by August, 2018, evolved to three simple but powerful rituals:

1. Placing of a red and a white flower in the ocean to honour our Ancestors who perished in the Atlantic and Indian oceans during slavery. We placed a 2nd pair on dry land, in memory of those who were discarded in the Sahara Desert. Red is for their blood; white for their spirits.
2. Observance of 2 minutes of silence.

3. Recitation of the Slogan of Resolve: “No more, no more, no more, no more;; Slavery no more”. (Please see attachments)

We urge you to have an observance alone, or with your family or friends or an organization to which you belong (including special prayers at your place of worship). You observance would require 2 simple steps: 

1. Hold an African Holocaust Remembrance event on Saturday August 17, in any way you deem appropriate.

2. Include points 1, 2 & 3 above, in your event, and thus connect with ourselves locally and globally.
These may be 2 simple steps, but they have the potential of making a huge impact on us and the entire world. We should take our cue from Marcus Garvey. Take a moment to imagine what he would have accomplished had the internet been in existence in his day. We feel certain he would have urged us to think globally and act accordingly. He would merely have had to click on “send” to extol us thus throughout the entire world: “The thing to do is to get organized. Keep separated and you will be exploited, you will be robbed, you will be killed. Get organized and you will compel the world to respect you”. Add to this “Up you mighty race, accomplish what you will” and we need say no more. Let us all observe the globally-unifying African Holocaust Remembrance Day on August 17, and thence embrace global connectedness as our framework for achieving real prosperity for ourselves and our children’s children.

Happy 132nd Birthday dear Marcus; may your love for us be fully appreciated; may your belief in our prosperity be demonstrably justified.
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