	Mugabe Zimbabwe & Rhodesia

All that we do during our brief sojourn on earth is reducible to two fundamental elements: good or evil. God’s work or the devil’s. For J.S. Demba, who subscribes to no religion but is informed by all, this is not a religious position per se but a philosophical one. Zimbabwe’s plight is indicative. 
“There was once a man named Cecil Rhodes. He hailed from the UK, from whence he traveled to Old Zimbabwe late in the 19th century. There, along with several of his kinfolk, he proceeded to “colonize”, enslave and mercilessly exploit the local citizens. His kinfolk accorded him the status of great pioneer and benefactor. He plundered the riches of Old Zimbabwe and slaughtered those who stood in his way. He slaughtered them by the thousands! He became very wealthy mostly from blood diamonds, really. His kinfolk applauded his “success” and named the country after him: Rhodesia.

· God’s work or the devil’s work? You be the judge.

Cecil Rhodes had an opportunity to make amends. A deathbed repentance could have had him bequeath his ill-gotten wealth for the education of Old Zimbabwe’s needy children. Instead, he set up a scholarship fund for the world’s elite. They became even more elite, amassing wealth and power.
· God’s work or the devil’s work?

Rhodes’ kinfolk squatted on the most fertile soil and enslaved the Old Zimbabweans: enslaved them on their God-given lands. To accomplish this, Rhodes’ kinfolk drove off, slaughtered, dehumanized or otherwise disenfranchised all those who stood in their way, turning a deaf ear to all who dissented.
· God’s work or the devil’s work?

Eventually, winds of change began to blow over Africa. Beginning in the late 1950’s, it raged all over the continent bringing “freedom” to east and west and north, but not to south. The Old Zimbabweans had to fight long and hard for their God-given land and their God-given freedom and their God-given right to choose their own government. They won the war but were denied their choicest soil: one of the most fertile agricultural lands in the whole world. The kinfolk of Cecil Rhodes still squatted on the choicest soil and enslaved the old Zimbabweans. They continued to amass wealth at the expense of old Zimbabweans, thwarting their inalienable right to their talents, their energy & their resources.
· God’s work or the Devil’s work?

Finally, the Old Zimbabweans, who had fought and spilled precious blood for their freedom, their choicest soil and the right to select the government of their choice, took matters into their own hands and started claiming their stolen lands by force. The kinfolk of Cecil Rhodes fought back with propaganda, demonization of Robert Mugabe and crippling economic sanctions. By this means they effectively sabotaged the Zimbabwean economy. In the process, countless thousands have died or seen their wellbeing undermined, their lives ruined and their country’s viability discombobulated.
God’s work or the devil’s work?
With all due respect to the UK and the US, the issue is not Robert Mugabe; demon, demonized or otherwise. The issue is the governance of New Zimbabwe! And on this score, Zimbabweans are entitled to the right to select the government of their choice without outside interference. This is what we do in the west. We should accord no less to the citizens of New Zimbabwe. You see, it is not the UK’s will be done or the US’s will be done but God’s will be done. In terms of doing God’s will, it is the moral obligation of the UK, the US and countless other so-called God-fearing countries to help the people of Zimbabwe in their hour of need, rather than hold them hostage because “we” do not care for the behaviour of their president. As to Mr. Mugabe, he is what he is: an old man whose best days are well behind him. Let God and history be his judge! The rest of us, mere mortals with shortcomings of our own, have no right to assume the incompatible duties of judge, jury and executioner: or do we?
· God’s work or the devil’s work?
We appeal to the hundreds of Rhodes scholars dispersed all over the world. You are among the most intellectually-gifted of God’s children here on earth. Many of you are in positions of power and influence, thanks to the wealth of old Zimbabwe. You cannot undo the benefits you have received from Cecil Rhode’s blood diamonds. But you can redeem yourselves if you do right by the people of Zimbabwe. These beleaguered souls do not need power politics or propaganda or demonization. And they certainly do not need a sabotaged economy. What they do need is dignity, justice and love. Most of all, they need life! There is nothing more precious than life. To cherish it in ourselves and not in others is downright sinful! You, learned men and women, dispersed all over the world. You who have gained prestige and power and potency from Zimbabwe’s riches; you have the ability to stop the sabotage of Zimbabwe’s economy, call for just reparations and let the people live. What will it be?

· God’s work or the devil’s work? You decide!
We must never feel powerless at the hands of those who would devise the most nefarious ploys to manipulate public opinion or gain political advantage. Instead, we must  strive for justice  for all, regardless of race, creed or politics, while being mindful of these quintessentially immortal truths:

“They can fool all of the people some of the time

And they can fool some of the people all of the time

But they can not fool all of the people all of the time”

It ought not to be lost on the fair-minded that the very world that lauds the Russian, French and American revolutions remains circumspect, if not conspiratorially benign, when it comes to the Zimbabwean Revolution. This in spite of the  unassailable nobility of the latter’s cause. Much more could be said on the duplicity of it all, the hypocrisy of it all, the immorality of it all. Indeed, much more will be said, but not today. Today, we will defer to the dignity that must attend the falling of a great man with the simple assertion: President Mugabe is dead. Long live President Mugabe!
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Updated from an article penned on December 24, 2008 : perhaps Zimbabwe’s darkest hour. 



