	LIBATION FOR MIRAMBO

1840-1884

Illustrious Son of Africa

Africa’s Gift to the World

Mirambo o Mirambo; Mtyela Kasanda; beloved king and steadfast upholder of Africa’s royal traditions; extraordinary military leader; empire builder; consummate organizer. We gather in awe of your legacy and pour this libation in homage to your glorious spirit.

ASHE. 
Mirambo o Mirambo; king of Urambo, mentor to 10,000 teenage orphans; tutored them in your rugarugab system; moulded them into disciplined adults and worthy citizens of gallantry and patriotism. Their resourcefulness in melting down copper trinkets and reconstituting them as bullets for the defence of their homeland is not lost on us, nor should the principles by which they lived, for which they fought and upon which they staked their lives.
ASHE.
Mirambo o Mirambo; thank you for your military genius in the service of African birthright, which earned you the title of the Napoleon of Africa. Thank you for upholding the dignity of our ancestors and fighting against their enslavement. Thank you for your embodiment of the lion, which is the emblem of your renowned lineage. Simba, that most majestic of all God’s creatures, is a most fitting trademark for so formidable a clan.
ASHE.
Mirambo o Mirambo; ruler of the Nyamwezi, from your regal fortress in Iseramagazi by the majestic Lake Nyanza; you revolutionized 19th century Tanzania against German encroachment; you stood tall and inflexible, buttressed on the shoulders of your proud ancestors and mindful of the welfare of your progeny. We pour in your honour and pledge our dedication in follow your shining example.
ASHE.
Mirambo o Mirambo; heir to king Kasanda;. You defeated the Arab slave traders at Tabora in 1811, and followed it up with the turning back of determined invaders sent by the Sultan of Zanzibar; thus you continued to maintain sovereignty over your lands, through which you permitted trade caravans safe passage, only upon payment of your transit tax.
ASHE.
Mirambo o Mirambo; You whose greatness lies in your humility, your deep-rootedness in the culture and traditions of our ancestors, your wisdom and your penchant for order and progress; we salute your model for nation-building as an example worth emulating by any leader of substance. 
ASHE.
Mirambo o Mirambo; we heed your lamentation of the decadence of Africa during the 19th century. We echo your lamentation as we witness Africa’s further decline to this day. May we demonstrate that we are worthy of your commitment and sacrifice; may we learn from your example; may we find the courage to stand up for our birthright, our heritage and our progeny.
ASHE.
Mirambo o Mirambo; Mtyela Kasanda; beloved king and steadfast upholder of Africa’s royal traditions; extraordinary military leader; empire builder; consummate organizer; we have gathered in awe of your legacy and pour this libation in homage to your glorious spirit. May God reward your principled restlessness while on earth with regal restfulness in paradise..
ASHE, ASHE. ASHE!
Presented by JS Demba, on the 2nd day of December, 2018, the 134th anniversary of your death.
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